Silica-related rheumatoid arthritis without lung involvement.
We report a young male with recent onset of rheumatoid arthritis (RA) in whom the remarkable severity of the disease led to additional investigations. The only significant finding was mediastinal lymphadenopathy, without lung involvement. Biopsy of the mediastinal lymph node revealed pathological findings typical of silicosis. To our knowledge, this is the first report of silicosis apparent solely in the mediastinal lymph node of an RA patient. This suggests that lung involvement is not crucial for the development of silica-related arthritis.